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McConnell: 


‘Mob was fed lies’ 


As impeachment meetings proceed, GOP leader blames Trump for Capitol siege 


By Nicholas Fandos 


New York Times 


Sen. Mitch McConnell, the 
Republican leader, said Tuesday 
that the mob that stormed the 
Capitol on Jan. 6 had been “pro- 
voked by the president and other 
powerful people,” stating publicly 
for the first time that he holds 


President Donald Trump at least 
partly responsible for the assault. 

“The mob was fed lies,” McCon- 
nell said, referring to attempts by 
Trump to overturn the election 
based on bogus claims of voter 
fraud. “They were provoked by 
the president and other powerful 
people. And they tried to use fear 
and violence to stop a specific 


proceeding of the first branch of 
the federal government which 
they did not like.” 

McConnell made the remarks 
on his last full day as majority 
leader, speaking on the eve of 
President-elect Joe Biden’s inau- 
guration and as the Senate was 
bracing to receive a single article 
of impeachment from the House 


charging Trump with “incite- 
ment of insurrection.” 

The Republican leader vowed a 
“safe and successful” inaugura- 
tion of Biden on Wednesday at 
the Capitol, where final prepara- 
tions were underway amid heavy 
security. 


TRUMP IMPEACHMENT, 5A 


Inauguration reflects the times 


Crowds, parade and parties replaced by razor wire, social distancing and a somber feel 
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AMR ALFIKY / NEW YORK TIMES 


Members of the National Guard load ammunition on the east side of the Capitol in Washington on Tuesday ahead of President-elect Joe 
Biden’s Inauguration Day today. On Page 5A: President Donald Trump grants a last-day pardon to former chief strategist Steve Bannon, 
charged with defrauding political donors, after releasing a video of his farewell address and wishing his successor luck. 


By Sarah D. Wire 


Los Angeles Times 


WASHINGTON — President- 
elect Joe Biden’s inauguration 
will look like no other thanks to 
a once-in-a-century pandemic, 
security fears triggered by the 
worst raid on the U.S. Capitol 


TO WATCH 


Joe Biden is to be sworn in 


CNN and MSNBC. 


since 1814 and a boycott by the 


sitting U.S. president. 


There won't be the usual 
200,000 special guests watching 
on packed grandstands at the 
Capitol, with hundreds of thou- 
sands more flag-waving Ameri- 
cans filling the National Mall to 


bear witness. 


tol grounds being guarded 


Rather, 12-foot fences topped 


with razor wire encircle a Capi- 


as the 46th U.S. president at 
Tl a.m. today. The inauguration 
is scheduled to be shown live 
on PBS, ABC, CBS, NBC, Fox, 


25,000 National Guard troops in 
preparation for a potential sec- 
ond attack. The National Mall is 
largely off-limits to vehicles and 
pedestrians, and 200,000 Ameri- 
can flags have been planted in 


BIDEN INAUGURATION, 


by 


DOUG MILLS / NEW YORK TIMES 


Biden stands with his wife, Dr. Jill Biden, after speaking Tuesday 


at the Major Joseph R. “Beau” Biden III National Guard/Reserve 
5A Center in New Castle, Del., before departing for Washington. 


Doctor urges Black community to get COVID-19 vaccine 


By Frederick Melo 


fmelo@pioneerpress.com 


As a physician and the son of 
two physicians, Dr. Charles 
Crutchfield III understands the 
importance of getting vaccinated 
against a deadly virus. As a Black 
man, however, Crutchfield also 
acknowledges a history of dis- 
trust between the Black commu- 
nity and the medical establish- 
ment. 

In the 1970s, a media inquiry lift- 


ed the veil on a 40- 


year medical 
study involving 
hundreds of Black 


men whose syphi- 
lis had been left 
fs untreated by 
Dr. Charles researchers, even 
Crutchfield decades after 
Ill penicillin became 

widely available. 
As grotesque as the Tuskegee 
experiments were, they hardly 
happened in a vacuum. J. Marion 


Sims, whose statue stood in New 
York’s Central Park until 2018, 
conducted gynecological surger- 
ies on Black slaves without anes- 
thesia, earning him reverence in 
the annals of medical history. 

It’s of little surprise to Crutch- 
field, then, that many of his Black 
patients seem hesitant, if not out- 
right determined to avoid vacci- 
nation against the coronavirus. A 
16-state analysis by Kaiser Health 
News found that white residents 
are being vaccinated at much 
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higher rates than Black residents 
— in many cases two to three 
times higher. Experts point to 
both access issues and distrust as 
leading reasons for the discrep- 
ancies. 

“When people don’t trust the 
system, how do you convince 
them to trust again?” said Crutch- 
field, 60, an Eagan-based derma- 
tologist who has urged all of his 
patients to get vaccinated against 
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Vaccine 
sign-up 
website 
crashes 


Registration spots fill 
in 2 hours; call centers 
also are overwhelmed 


By Christopher Magan 


cmagan@pioneerpress.com 


Minnesota’s new system for 
seniors to register for a very limited 
supply of coronavirus vaccines was 
overwhelmed by traffic shortly 
after its initial launch Tuesday. 

The state website and call center 
set up for booking one of the esti- 
mated 6,000 spots available each 
week both went offline less than an 
hour after they launched around 
noon Tuesday. State officials 
expected heavy traffic and were 
still overwhelmed. 

“As expected, we were handling 
extremely high traffic to the regis- 
tration page,” said Tarek Tomes, 
state IT commissioner. 

He added that while the state web- 
site was able to handle the traffic, 
the vender Primary Health, which 
processes registrations, experi- 
enced “challenges.” As of 2 p.m. 
Tuesday, all of the available 
appointments for this week were 
full. 

“While our vender assured us 
they were ready for high traffic 
today, that traffic clearly exceeded 
expectations,” Tomes said. “We will 
be working with them to apply what 
we learned today to make the sys- 
tem work for everyone in the long 
run.” 

While it was operational, the web- 
page was experiencing about 2,000 
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St. Paul school 
board OKs 


plan to reopen 
elementaries 


Vote leaves decisions to 
Gothard about which 


schools open and when 


By Josh Verges 


jverges@pioneerpress.com 


As the St. Paul teachers union 
made a final plea Tuesday to remain 
in distance learning, school board 
members approved plans to reopen 
district elementary schools next 
month. 

The board endorsed the plan on a 
4-2 vote, empowering Superinten- 
dent Joe Gothard for two more 
months to decide which schools 
should open or close and when. 

The board on Tuesday discussed 
waiting till Monday to vote on the 
resolution in order to get the word- 
ing right. But a vote to delay the 
decision failed on a 3-3 vote, with 
Steve Marchese absent from the 
meeting. 

A subsequent vote to approve the 
resolution passed, with Chauntyll 


ST. PAUL SCHOOLS, 6A 


WED 
I 43474 | nnn4a4 | | 


